Appendix B. Definitions and Explanations

Coverage. The 1993 population in this report includes
the civilian noninstitutional population of the United
States plus approximately 838,000 members of the
Armed Forces in the United States living off post or with
their families on post, but excludes all other members of
the Armed Forces.

Symbols. A dash (-) represents zero or rounds to zero.
The symbol “B” means that the base for the derived
figure is less than 75,000. An “X”’ means not applicable,
and “NA” means not available.

Rounding of estimates. Individual figures are rounded
to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group
totals, which are independently rounded; percentages
are based on the unrounded numbers.

Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence. The popu-
lation residing in metropolitan statistical areas (MSA’s)
constitutes the metropolitan population. MSA’s are defined
by the Office of Management and Budget for use in the
presentation of statistics by agencies of the Federal
Government. An MSA is a geographic area consisting of
a large population nucleus, together with adjacent com-
munities which have a high degree of economic and
social integration with that nucleus. The definitions
specify a boundary around each large city so as to
include most or all its suburbs. Entire counties form the
MSA building blocks, except in New England where
cities and towns are used. The former term SMSA was
changed to MSA in 1983.

An area qualifies for recognition as an MSA if (1) it
includes a city of at least 50,000 population, or (2) it
includes a Census Bureau-defined urbanized area of at
least 50,000 with a total metropolitan population of at
least 100,000 (75,000 in New England). In addition to
the county containing the main city or urbanized area,
an MSA may include other counties having strong
commuting ties to the central county. If specified con-
ditions are met, certain large MSA’s are designated as
consolidated MSA’s (CMSA’s) and divided into compo-
nent primary MSA’s (PMSA’s).

In July 1985, the CPS began carrying the metropoli-
tan statistical area definitions announced by the Office
of Management and Budget on June 30, 1984. Figures
published from the CPS in the early 1980’s and through-
out most of the 1970’s referred to metropolitan areas as
defined on the basis of the 1970 census. Since there
are important differences in the population classified as

metropolitan using the 1970 and 1984 definitions, com-
parisons should be avoided.

The new CPS metropolitan estimates have consis-
tently been higher than independent estimates of the
metropolitan population prepared by the Census Bureau;
the new CPS nonmetropolitan estimates have been
lower than the independent estimates. The apparent
overestimation of metropolitan and underestimation of
nonmetropolitan population in the CPS relative to the
Census Bureau’s independent estimates should be taken
into account when using the data.

Age. The age classification is based on the age of the
person at the person’s last birthday. The adult universe
(i.e., population of marriageable age) now comprises
persons 15 years old and over. Prior to 1980 the adult
universe was 14 years old and over.

Race. The population is divided into three groups on the
basis of race: White, Black, and other races. The last
category includes Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and any
other race except White and Black.

Persons of Hispanic origin. Persons of Hispanic origin
in this report were determined on the basis of a question
that asked for self-identification of the person’s origin or
descent. Respondents were asked to select their origin
(or the origin of some other household member) from a
“flash card” listing ethnic origins. Persons of Hispanic
origin, in particular, were those who indicated that their
origin was Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or
South American, or some other Hispanic origin. Persons
of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

Marital status. The marital status classification identi-
fies four major categories: never married, married, wid-
owed, and divorced. These terms refer to the marital
status at the time of the enumeration.

The category “married” is further divided into “mar-
ried, spouse present,” “‘separated,” and “‘other married,
spouse absent.” A person was classified as “married,
spouse present” if the husband or wife was reported as
a member of the household, even though he or she may
have been temporarily absent on business or on vaca-
tion, visiting, in a hospital, etc., at the time of the
enumeration. Persons reported as separated included
those with legal separations, those living apart with
intentions of obtaining a divorce, and other persons
permanently or temporarily separated because of mari-
tal discord. The group “‘other married, spouse absent”



B-2

includes married persons living apart because either the
husband or wife was employed and living at a consid-
erable distance from home, was serving away from
home in the Armed Forces, had moved to another area,
or had a different place of residence for any other
reason except separation as defined above.

Household. A household consists of all the persons
who occupy a housing unit. A house, an apartment or
other group of rooms, or a single room, is regarded as a
housing unit when it is occupied or intended for occu-
pancy as separate living quarters; that is, when the
occupants do not live and eat with any other persons in
the structure and there is direct access from the outside
or through a common hall.

A household includes the related family members
and all the unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers,
foster children, wards, or employees who share the
housing unit. A person living alone in a housing unit, or
a group of unrelated persons sharing a housing unit as
partners, is also counted as a household. The count of
households excludes group quarters.

Group quarters. As of 1983, group quarters were defined
in the Current Population Survey as noninstitutional
living arrangements for groups not living in conventional
housing units or groups living in housing units containing
ten or more unrelated persons or nine or more persons
unrelated to the person in charge. (Prior to 1983, group
quarters included housing units containing five or more
persons unrelated to the person in charge.) Examples of
persons in group quarters include a person residing in a
rooming house, in staff quarters at a hospital, or in a
halfway house. Beginning in 1972, inmates of institu-
tions have not been included in the Current Population
Survey.

Householder. The householder refers to the person (or
one of the persons) in whose name the housing unit is
owned or rented (maintained) or, if there is no such
person, any adult member, excluding roomers, board-
ers, or paid employees. If the house is owned or rented
jointly by a married couple, the householder may be
either the husband or the wife. The person designated
as the householder is the “reference person’” to whom
the relationship of all other household members, if any,
is recorded.

Prior to 1980, the husband was always considered
the householder in married-couple households. The
number of householders is equal to the number of
households. Also, the number of family householders is
equal to the number of families.

Head versus householder. Beginning with the 1980
CPS, the Bureau of the Census discontinued the use of
the terms “head of household” and “head of family.”
Instead, the terms “householder” and ‘“family house-
holder” are used. Recent social changes have resulted
in greater sharing of household responsibilities among

the adult members and, therefore, have made the term
“head” increasingly inappropriate in the analysis of
household and family data. Specifically, the Census
Bureau has discontinued its longtime practice of always
classifying the husband as the reference person (head)
when he and his wife are living together.

In this report, the term “householder” is used in the
presentation of data that had previously been presented
with the designation “head.” The householder is the
first adult household member listed on the question-
naire. The instructions call for listing first the person (or
one of the persons) in whose name the home is owned
or rented. If a home is owned jointly by a married couple,
either the husband or the wife may be listed first,
thereby becoming the reference person, or house-
holder, to whom the relationship of other household
members is to be recorded.

Reference person. The reference person is the person
with regard to whom the relationship of other persons in
the household is recorded. The household reference
person is the person listed as the householder (see
definition of “Householder”). The subfamily reference
person is either the single parent or the husband/wife in
a married-couple situation.

Family. A family is a group of two persons or more (one
of whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage,
or adoption and residing together; all such persons
(including related subfamily members) are considered
as members of one family. Beginning with the 1980
CPS, unrelated subfamilies (referred to in the past as
secondary families) are no longer included in the count
of families, nor are the members of unrelated subfami-
lies included in the count of family members.

Family household. A family household is a household
maintained by a family (as defined above), and any
unrelated persons (unrelated subfamily members and/or
secondary individuals) who may be residing there are
included. The number of family households is equal to
the number of families. The count of family household
members differs from the count of family members,
however, in that the family household members include
all persons living in the household, whereas family
members include only the householder and his/her
relatives. See the definition of family.

Stepfamily. In this report a stepfamily is a married-
couple family household with at least one child under
age 18 who is a stepchild (i.e., a son or daughter
through marriage, but not by birth) of the householder.

Related subfamily. A related subfamily is a married
couple with or without children, or one parent with one
or more own never-married children under 18 years old,
living in a household and related to, but not including,
the person or couple who maintains the household. One
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example of a related subfamily is a young married
couple sharing the home of the husband’s or wife’s
parents. The number of related subfamilies is not included
in the count of families.

Unrelated subfamily. An unrelated subfamily (formerly
called a secondary family) is a married couple with or
without children, or a single parent with one or more
own never-married children under 18 years old living in
a household. Unrelated subfamily members are not
related to the householder. An unrelated subfamily may
include persons such as guests, partners, roommates,
or resident employees and their spouses and/or chil-
dren. The number of unrelated subfamily members is
included in the total number of household members, but
is not included in the count of family members.

Beginning in 1989, any person(s) who is not related
to the householder and who is not the husband, wife,
parent, or child in an unrelated subfamily is counted as
an unrelated individual.

Family group.A family group is any two or more
persons (not necessarily including a householder) resid-
ing together, and related by birth, marriage, or adoption.
A household may be composed of one such group,
more than one, or none at all. The count of family
groups includes family households, related subfamilies,
and unrelated subfamilies.

Married couple. A married couple, as defined for cen-
sus purposes, is a husband and wife enumerated as
members of the same household. The married couple
may or may not have children living with them. The
expression “husband-wife” or “‘married-couple” before
the term ‘“household,” “family,” or ‘“‘subfamily” indi-
cates that the household, family, or subfamily is main-
tained by a husband and wife. The number of married
couples equals the count of married-couple families
plus related and unrelated married-couple subfamilies.

Unmarried couple. An unmarried couple is composed
of two unrelated adults of the opposite sex (one of
whom is the householder) who share a housing unit with
or without the presence of children under 15 years old.

Unrelated individuals. Unrelated individuals are per-
sons of any age who are not members of families or
subfamilies.

Nonfamily householder. A nonfamily householder is a
person maintaining a household while living alone or
exclusively with persons to whom they are not related.

Secondary individuals. Secondary individuals are per-
sons of any age who reside in a household, but are not
related to the householder (except unrelated subfamily
members). Persons who reside in group quarters are
also secondary individuals. Examples of a secondary
individual include (1) a guest, partner, roommate, or

resident employee; (2) a foster child; or (3) a person
residing in a rooming house, a halfway house, staff
quarters at a hospital, or other type of group quarters.

Own children and related children. “Own” children in
a family are sons and daughters, including stepchildren
and adopted children, of the householder. Similarly,
“own” children in a subfamily are sons and daughters of
the married couple or parent in the subfamily. (All
children shown as members of related subfamilies are
own children of the person(s) maintaining the subfam-
ily.) “Related” children in a family include own children
and all other children in the household who are related
to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. For
each type of family unit identified in the CPS, the count
of own children under 18 years old is limited to never-
married children; however, “own children under 25" and
“own children of any age,” as the terms are used here,
include all children regardless of marital status. The
totals include never-married children living away from
home in college dormitories.

The count of related children in families was formerly
restricted to never-married children. However, begin-
ning with data for 1968 the Bureau of the Census
includes ever-married children under the category of
related children. This change added approximately 20,000
children to the category of related children in March
1968.

Tenure. A housing unit is “owned” if the owner or
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not
fully paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is
“owned only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other
occupied units are classified as “rented,” including units
rented for cash rent and those occupied without pay-
ment of cash rent.

Size of household, family, or subfamily. The term
“size of household” includes all persons occupying a
housing unit. “Size of family” includes the family house-
holder and all other persons in the living quarters who
are related to the householder by birth, marriage, or
adoption. “Size of related subfamily” includes the hus-
band and wife or the lone parent and their nevermarried
sons and daughters under 18 years of age. “Size of
unrelated subfamily” includes the reference person and
all other members related to the reference person. If a
family has a related subfamily among its members, the
size of the family includes the members of the related
subfamily.

Units in structure. In the determination of the number
of units in a structure, all housing units, both occupied
and vacant, were counted. The statistics are presented
in terms of the number of occupied housing units in
structures of specified size, not in terms of the number
of residential structures.

Years of school completed. In this report, data on
years of school completed were derived from the com-
bination of answers to two questions, (a) "What is the
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highest grade of school that the person has attended?*
and (b) "'Did the person finish this grade?*

The questions on educational attainment applied
only to progress in “regular” schooling. Such schools
include public, private, and parochial schools (elemen-
tary, junior and senior high), colleges, universities, and
professional schools, whether day schools or night
schools. Thus, "regular* schools is that which advances
a person toward an elementary or professional school
degree. Schooling in other than regular schools was
counted only if the credits obtained were regarded as
transferable to a school in the regular school system.

Labor force and employment status. The definitions
of labor force and employment status in this report are
related to the population 15 years and over. Persons
shown here are classified as in the labor force if they
were employed as civilians, unemployed, or in the
Armed Forces during the survey week.

Employed. Employed persons comprise (1) all persons
who, during the specified week, did any work at all as
paid employees or in their own business or profession,
or on their own farm, or who worked 15 hours or more
as unpaid workers on a farm or in a business operated
by a member of the family, and (2) all those who were
not working but who had jobs or businesses from which
they were temporarily absent because of illness, bad
weather, vacation, or labor management dispute, or
because they were taking time off for personal reasons,
whether or not they were paid by their employers for
time off, and whether or not they were seeking other
jobs. Excluded from the employed group are persons
whose only activity consisted of work around the house
(own home housework, painting or repairing own home,
etc.) or volunteer work for religious, charitable, and
similar organizations.

Unemployed. Unemployed persons are those who, dur-
ing the survey week, had no employment but were
available for work and (1) had engaged in any specific
job-seeking activity within the past 4 weeks, such as
registering at a public or private employment office,
meeting with prospective employers, checking with friends
or relatives, placing or answering advertisements, writ-
ing letters of application, or being on a union or profes-
sional register; (2) were waiting to be called back to a
job from which they had been laid off; or (3) were waiting
to report to a new wage or salary job within 30 days.

Not in the labor force. All those who are not classified
as employed or unemployed are defined as “not in the
labor force.” This group who are neither employed nor
seeking work includes persons engaged only in own
home housework, attending school, or unable to work
because of long-term physical or mental illness; per-
sons who are retired or too old to work, seasonal
workers for whom the survey week fell in an off season,
and the voluntary idle. Persons doing only unpaid family
work (less than 15 hours) are also classified as not in
the labor force. :

Income. Data on income cover money income only,
prior to deduction for taxes, received from such sources
as wages or salaries, net income from self-employment,
Social Security, dividends, interest, public assistance
and welfare, unemployment compensation, government
pensions, and veterans payments. Certain money receipts
such as capital gains are not included. For a more
detailed explanation of income, see Bureau of the
Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60.

Poverty. The poverty definition used here is that adopted
for official Government use by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and consists of a set of money income
thresholds that vary by family size and composition.
Families or individuals with income below a particular
threshold are classified as below the poverty level. The
poverty thresholds are updated every year to reflect
changes in the Consumer Price Index. These thresholds
are based on money income only and do not include the
value of noncash benefits such as employer-provided
health insurance, food stamps, or Medicaid. For a more
detailed explanation, see Bureau of the Census, Current
Population Reports, Series P-60.

Undocumented immigrants. The 1980 census counted
about 2 million undocumented immigrants according to
Census Bureau estimates. Beginning in January 1986,
the independent population controls included an allow-
ance for growth in the undocumented population for
every year since 1980. This methodological change was
partially offset by another change that increased the
allowance for emigration of legal residents. Data shown
for Current Population Surveys with controls based on
pre-1986 methods have not been revised to take into
account these methodological changes. Consequently,
direct comparisons of CPS figures for months before
January 1986 with later months will not be consistent.
Series P-25, No. 985 reviews the postcensal population
estimates methodology currently in use.



